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1.
The Meeting of the BSEC Working Group on Agriculture and Agro-Industry was held at the BSEC Headquarters on 12-13 May 2016.  

2.
The Meeting was attended by the representatives of the following BSEC Member States:
Republic of Armenia
Republic of Azerbaijan

Republic of Bulgaria

Hellenic Republic
Romania

Russian Federation

Republic of Turkey

Ukraine
3.
The representative of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM) participated in the meeting as Guest.
4.
The List of Participants of the Meeting is attached as Annex I.
5.
The Meeting was chaired by Mr. Maxim MARKOVICH, Deputy Director, International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Agriculture of the Russian Federation.
6.
The Draft Agenda of the Meeting was discussed, amended and adopted. The Agenda, as adopted, is attached as Annex II.
AGENDA ITEM 2: STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS, DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COUNCIL RELATED TO AGRICULTURE AND AGRO-INDUSTRY AND FOLLOW-UP TO THE JOINT DECLARATIONS OF THE MINISTERS OF AGRICULTURE OF THE BSEC MEMBER STATES
7.
The Working Group discussed the ways and means of implementation of the Resolutions, Decisions and Recommendations of the Council, related to agriculture and agro-industry sectors as well as of the provisions of the Joint Declaration of the Ministers of Agriculture of the BSEC Member States.

8.
The Working Group took note of the activities carried out during the first months of 2016 related to agriculture, organized in the Member States, in particular the organization of the Black Sea International Workshop “The future of Agriculture: Grand Challenges and Technological Change” in Moscow on 3 March 2016 and the participation of PERMIS in the 30th Session of the FAO Regional Conference for Europe held in Antalya on 4-6 May 2016.
9.
The Working Group welcomed the initiative of the BSEC PERMIS to start the necessary procedures for concluding a Memorandum of Understanding between BSEC and FAO, which will define the areas of cooperation and would lead, in the near future, to the implementation of joint projects in the Black Sea region. 
10.
The Working Group expressed the view of potentially beneficial significance for the Member States to consider joining the “FAO Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing”.  
11.
The Working Group took note in a positive manner of the proposal of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food of Bulgaria containing the project ideas of the Bulgarian Institute of Fish Resources related to the Black Sea scientific cooperation with the focus on development of technologies for cultivation and construction of marine aquaculture of typical Black Sea species. The participants suggested that the project ideas could be further developed and submitted to the Project Management Unit (PMU) of BSEC PERMIS with a view to turning them into a BSEC project.

12.
The Working Group took note of the necessity to further update the list of their respective national contact points in the field of Agriculture and Agro-Industry. The updated list of national contact points, as of 12 May 2016, is attached as Annex III. 

AGENDA ITEM 3: DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE WGAAI
13. 
The Working Group considered and agreed on the Draft Terms of Reference of the BSEC Working Group on Agriculture and Agro-Industry. The document, as agreed, is attached as Annex IV. 

14.
The Working Group decided to submit the agreed Draft to the next Meeting of Committee of Senior Officials (Sochi, 29-30 June 2016).

AGENDA ITEM 4: THE “WAY FORWARD FOR AN ACTION PLAN ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE “ECONOMIC AGENDA TOWARDS AN ENHANCED BSEC PARTNERSHIP”
15.
The Working Group took note of the Priorities for the second medium-term (2016-2018) of the implementation of the “BSEC Economic Agenda 2012” under Goal 6: Food Security and Safety, namely:
- Improving sustainable rural productivity and enhancing the international competitiveness of the Member States in food and agricultural products, in particular through: facilitating the access to new technologies and know-how, scaling up managerial innovations and harmonization and adoption of quality standards for products. 

- Promoting exchange of information, experience and best practices among the competent authorities, national reference laboratories, agrarian research and education institutions and the private sector enterprises in the fields of agriculture, agro-industry and food safety in the Member States.

· Promoting the effective and sustainable use of land resources for the agricultural production in the BSEC Member States. 

- Promoting regional cooperation for the sustainable management of fishery resources.

16.
The Working Group exchanged views on the modalities of implementation of the Priorities for the second medium-term (2016-2018), including by ensuring the holding of regular meetings, with the participation of experts from the BSEC Member States, enhancing the activity of the Working Group with concrete proposals for joint initiatives and projects as well as by enhancing the existing cooperation with international and regional organizations in the wider Black Sea area.

17.
The Working Group invited the incoming Country-Coordinator, with the assistance of the BSEC PERMIS, to present at the next Meeting of the Working Group the draft Two-Year Action Plan for 2017-2018, taking into account the Priorities for the second medium-term (2016-2018), approved by the Council (Bucharest, 11 December 2015).
AGENDA ITEM 5: PROSPECTS OF THE BLACK SEA REGIONAL COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF FISHERIES

18.
The Working Group exchanged views on this agenda item. In this context the Working Group stressed the importance of enhancing regional cooperation in the field of fisheries and aquaculture, taking into account the relevant activity of other regional and international organizations.

19.
The representative of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM) made a presentation on the role of the GFCM towards sustainable fisheries in the Black Sea, based on the comprehensive review of the status and trends of fisheries in the Black Sea area. The representative of the GFCM invited the delegations and the BSEC PERMIS to participate in the forthcoming activities of the Commission, as included in the presentation. The presentation is attached as Annex V.
20.
The Working Group decided to further consider the issues at the next meetings with the view of exploring practical means of enhancing Black Sea regional cooperation in the field of fisheries. 
21.
The delegation of the Russian Federation informed the Working Group of the situation with fisheries in the territory of the country, including the measures to combat illegal, unreported and undeclared fishing.

22.
The Working Group took note of the information provided by the BSEC PERMIS on the consultations between the latter and the GFCM held at the BSEC Headquarters on 11 May 2016.
AGENDA ITEM 6: COOPERATION OF THE MEMBER STATES IN VINE-GROWING AND WINE-MAKING SECTORS

23.
The participants discussed the opportunities of cooperation of the Member States in vine-growing and wine-making sectors.

24.
In particular the Working Group emphasized the necessity of cooperation of the BSEC Member States in vine-growing and wine-making sectors and joint organization of and participation in the wine exhibitions and fairs.
25.
The participants took note of the information on vine-growing, wine-production and wine consumption in the Russian Federation and Turkey. 
AGENDA ITEM 7: COOPERATION AMONG THE VETERINARY, PHYTO-SANITARY AND PLANT QUARANTINE SERVICES OF THE BSEC MEMBER STATES
26. 
In line with the Joint Declaration of the Ministers of Agriculture (7 October 2011) of the BSEC Member States which stipulates the need for cooperation among the BSEC Member States’ national genetic banks of plants for protecting, storing and imploring the genetic resources of plants in order to include the latter into national programs of selection and to secure biodiversity, the participants exchanged views on the current state of affairs on phyto-sanitary control measures in the BSEC Member States and the efforts to improve them.
27.
The participants agreed to continue the consideration of the issue at their next meetings, including the process of implementing the legislation in the field of phyto-sanitation.
AGENDA ITEM 8: REVIEW OF THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR SIMPLIFICATIONS OF IMPORT AND EXPORT PROCEDURES FOR AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS AMONG THE BSEC MEMBER STATES
28.
The Working Group assessed the opportunities to intensify efforts for the facilitation of movements of agricultural goods within the BSEC Region by simplifying customs formalities and reducing waiting times at the border crossing points, particularly for fresh fruit and vegetables.
AGENDA ITEM 9: Any other business
29.
The representative of the Russian Federation informed the Working Group on the activities related to agriculture carried out by the relevant Russian institutions and agencies and invited the Member States to the 3rd Black Sea Winemaking Forum to be held in Sochi on 30 June – 1 July 2016 and to the 2nd World Grain Forum organized also in Sochi on 30 September – 2 October 2016.
AGENDA ITEM 10: DATE AND VENUE OF THE NEXT MEETING

 30.
The date and venue of the next Meeting of the Working Group on Agriculture and Agro-Industry will be communicated to the BSEC Member States through BSEC PERMIS.
AGENDA ITEM 11: Adoption of the Report of the Meeting

31.
The Working Group adopted the present Report for its submission to the Committee of Senior Officials and the Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs for their consideration.
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