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ISTANBUL DECENNIAL SUMMIT DECLARATION 
 
 
 

LOOKING BEYOND TEN YEARS 
 OF 

 COOPERATION AND PROGRESS 
 
 
 

1. We, the Heads of State or Government of the Member States of the 
Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization (BSEC), met in 
Istanbul on 25 June 2002, on the occasion of the Tenth Anniversary of 
the founding of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation, to review the 
contribution the process has made over the last ten years to developing 
and strengthening the good neighbourly relations, regional, 
interregional cooperation, integration, peace, stability and security and 
to consider new opportunities and ways of further improvements to 
meet the challenges ahead. 

 
2. Over the past decade the BSEC has proved its value as a forum of trust, 

understanding and cooperation. It has fostered significant progress in 
its Member States’ policies on promoting democracy, market economy 
and open society and, through this, has supported the efforts towards a 
better positioning of our region in today’s world, in which countries 
are moving ever closer towards openness and economic integration. 

 
3. Our successes justify and encourage us to look to the future not only 

with confidence but also with great expectations. The Black Sea 
region, with its position right at the heart of Eurasia, stands to reap 
great benefits from its increased global geostrategic importance. The 



 
66 

 
 
 
 

 

natural resources of our countries, our solid scientific and 
technological base, our rich cultures and traditions, our highly 
educated, skilled and creative people will all be the vehicles of the 
success of the BSEC Region. Our Organization will be needed, even 
more than before, to help us maximize our common values and 
interests, and we reinforce our commitment to further promote the 
BSEC process as a reliable means to embrace new domains of 
interaction while deepening the cooperation in the existing ones. 

 
4. The political, economic and security developments in Europe clearly 

indicate that peace on the continent depends on the stability and 
prosperity of its regions. They also demonstrate that the Black Sea 
region is in need of further efforts towards security and stability. We 
encourage the BSEC Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs to 
consider ways and means of enhancing contribution of the BSEC to 
strengthening security and stability in the region.  

 
5. The BSEC was initiated ten years ago by the profound changes in 

Europe that opened up unprecedented opportunities for cooperation 
among our nations. We acknowledge today that the challenge remains 
how best to utilize this potential and translate it into increased 
interaction for the benefit of our peoples. In this context we reaffirm 
our determination to further implement the provisions of the BSEC 
Charter with a view to realizing its resources to the maximum extent 
and implementing its principles and objectives into every-day practice. 

 
6. We welcome with high satisfaction the adoption of the BSEC 

Economic Agenda and the decision on the establishment of the BSEC 
Project Development Fund on the basis of voluntary contributions and 
the related institutional capacity intended to facilitate the elaboration 
and promotion of projects with high regional cooperation impact and 
call on the Member States to actively contribute to its functioning. In 
this respect we believe that our Organization should further consider 
ways and take appropriate actions to function more effectively and 
efficiently. To this end, we task the BSEC Council of Ministers of 
Foreign Affairs to enhance the coordinating functions of the BSEC 
PERMIS and its Secretary General, in line with the provisions of the 
BSEC Economic Agenda. 

 
7. As the dynamics of the emerging new European architecture open up 

the potential for effective partnerships with BSEC, the BSEC Member 
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States attach importance to their policies in building up a tangible 
relationship with the EU. In this respect, we will continue the efforts to 
ensure coordination and cooperation between the BSEC and the EU. 
For this purpose, we call on the BSEC Council of Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs and the EU to undertake concrete steps to advance this 
cooperation. 

 
8.  Recognizing that any dispute or conflict in the region impedes 

cooperation, we stress the need to solve such disputes or conflicts on 
the basis of the norms and principles of international law. 

 
9. We firmly condemn terrorism in all its forms and manifestations as a 

profound challenge to peace and security and a highly dangerous threat 
to political, economic and social stability of States and the international 
community as a whole, adversely affecting the market economies and 
the development of multilateral and bilateral cooperation. We reaffirm 
our resolution to take all the necessary steps, while firmly respecting 
human rights and fundamental freedoms as enshrined in applicable 
instruments, countering terrorism and other linked illegal activities. We 
deem it imperative that the relevant BSEC organs and national 
competent authorities enhance the implementation of the BSEC 
Agreement on Cooperation in Combating Crime, in particular in its 
organized forms and, furthermore, consider new means of cooperation 
within the mandate of the BSEC. 

 
10. We declare solemnly that BSEC may serve as a testimony and an 

example for the harmonious cooperation among States having varying 
spiritual and cultural backgrounds. We are convinced that this diversity 
is an essential asset of our Organization and enrichment for our 
countries and peoples, promoting better understanding among 
civilizations. 

 
11. We highly appreciate the ground covered by the Organization in such a 

short span of time and would like to amplify our unswerving political 
support for the future success of this promising and dynamic 
organization. 

 
12. We express our gratitude to the Government and people of the 

Republic of Turkey for the warm hospitality and excellent organization 
of the Summit on the Tenth Anniversary of the BSEC at its birthplace, 
Istanbul. 
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For the Republic of Albania: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H.E. Mr. Rexhep Meidani 
President 
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For the Republic of Armenia: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H.E. Mr. Vartan Oskanian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
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For the Republic of Azerbaijan: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H.E. Mr. Haydar Aliyev 
President 
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For the Republic of Bulgaria: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H.E. Mr. Georgi Parvanov 
President 
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For Georgia: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
H.E. Mr. Eduard Shevardnadze 
President 
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For the Hellenic Republic: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H.E. Mr. George Papandreou 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
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For the Republic of Moldova: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H.E. Mr. Vladimir Voronin 
President 
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For Romania: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
H.E. Mr. Ion Iliescu 
President 
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For the Russian Federation: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
H.E. Mrs. Valentina I. Matvienko 
Deputy Chairman of the Government of the Russian Federation 
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For the Republic of Turkey: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H.E. Mr. Ahmet Necdet Sezer 
President of the Republic 
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For Ukraine: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
H.E. Mr. Leonid Kuchma 
President 
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