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Mr. President of the Turkish Republic,
Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Heads of Delegations, Ladies and Gentlemen,

This BSEC Summit offers me the opportunity to express on behalf of the newest
Government among those participating in this regional Organization my opinion on the
role and commitment of my country, one of the founding members of the Organization. |
also take this opportunity to applaud the personal contribution of the Turkish President, His
Excellency, Sileyman Demirel, for this warm reception offered to us in the gorgeous city
of Istanbul.

The Albanian Government has highly valued the road followed by the Organization during
these seven years of its existence and has therefore tried to be active in all its components.
| share the opinion of my colleagues that much work has been done so far. The finalization
of the institutional formation phase constitutes an important achievement. The approval of
the Charter has transformed our Organization into a proper regional one.

Last month, the UN General Assembly gave observer status to BSEC Organization. From
now on, our Organization is an equal partner in the family of international organizations.

The Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe is a clear example of a new and revolutionary
stand, which presents the model of a coherent, tangible strategy towards achieving peace
and lasting cooperation in the Balkans.

We all welcomed the invitation made to BSEC to offer its contribution to the
implementation of the Stability Pact. Moreover, this invitation was another recognition of
BSEC by the international community.

In this framework, the endorsement of the Platform for Cooperation between the BSEC
and the EU is beyond any doubt another significant achievement. It will open new avenues
to cooperation between both organizations. Its targets are in full conformity with the aims
and objectives of the Stability Pact.

The finalization of the institutional and legal phase of the BSEC provides the necessary
prerequisites to enter into the consolidation phase. | believe that | share the opinion of my
colleagues when 1 say that the forthcoming phase should be the one of implementation of
projects.

Hence, we consider the beginning of operations of the Black Sea Trade and Development
Bank to be of primary importance for the Organization. We hope that the role of this Bank
will increase steadily and that it will be involved in the financing of BSEC projects
targeting countries of the region.

The Albanian Government is also committed to other sub-regional initiatives such as CEl,
SECI, the Royaumont Process, etc. BSEC cooperation with such regional groupings is a
process to rejoice at. Strong cooperation with such organizations is a milestone in the
European integration process.



Distinguished Colleagues

Our regional cooperation is a long process. We should join efforts and make the best
investment in our future. At the same time, we should always be cautious. The last Kosovo
crisis revealed that stability and peace in our continent, and its prosperity are intricately
linked with the stability and prosperity of all regions.

I am convinced that we all share the belief that development, democracy and peace are the
main pillars of the transformation process in our region.

Thank you.
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I'ocnogun Ipencenarenn!
YBaxxaemble KoJjieru!
Jlambl ¥ rocnoaa!

Cammur crtpaH-wieHoB YOC ceronHs HOCUT CHMBOJIMYHBIN XapakTep M MPOXOIUT
HakaHyHe 3aBTpamHero cammura OBCE. Hame yuyactue B o0oux (gopymax B M3BECTHOM
CTENEHU OTpaXkaeT peajMu COBpeMEHHOM EBpOIbI M CBUIETEILCTBYET O €€ CIIOCOOHOCTH
O0O0BEIUHSTH TPYIIITHI TOCYIAPCTB B TIOCTHKEHUU OOIIUX IEJIeH H HHTEPECOB.

UDC, aBnssACh OTHOCUTENIBHO MOJIOION OpraaHu3aluel, yke ycresua cTaTh IpogyKTUBHBIM
MEXaHU3MOM coTpyaHudecTBa B EBpome. OO0 5TOM CBHACTEIbCTBYIOT HBIHEITHHI
MHCTUTYLHMOHAJIBHBI ypoBeHb UOC, Kpyr BOIPOCOB, BXOJAIIMX B KOMIETEHLMIO ATON
Opranuzanuy, a TakkKe aKTUBHOCTb €€ B3aHMOJCHUCTBHA C JIPYTMMH MEXIyHAPOIHBIMHU
opranuzanusmu. Ognako Y3C npenctout eni€ 10Jaruil myTh CTAHOBJICHHUS.

HaMm mnpeacTtouT coBepLIEHCTBOBATh IIPABOBBIE OCHOBBI JEATENBHOCTH OpraHu3anyu.
HeoOxonumo BceMepHO moanepkuBath >PGEKTUBHbIE MEXaHU3Mbl B3aWMOJCWUCTBUSA B
pamkax UYDC u mocpeAcTBOM HEE ¢ JAPYTMMHU pETHMOHAIBHBIMH U €BPOINEHCKUMU
orpaHu3alMsIMU. B JaHHOM KOHTEKCTE€ MBI MOJOXKHUTEIbHO BOCIHPHUHMMAEM IIPOLECC
pacmmpenus: corpyaaudectsa UDC ¢ Eppomneiickum Coro3oM, kKak Hanboliee pa3BUTHIM
COO0O0I11eCTBOMB3aUMOUHTETPUPOBAHHBIX TOCYJAPCTB.

[Iporpecc corpyanudectBa B pamkax UDC MoxkeT ObITh oOecredeH MyTEM peau3ariu
SKOHOMHYECKH OOOCHOBAaHHBIX M B3aMMOBBITOJHBIX MPOEKTOB, OCOOEHHO B 00NacTH
TPAHCIIOPTa W HDHEPreTUKH. BecpmMa BaxkHyI0 pOJb B ITHUX MpOIECCaX HMEET
UYepnomopckuii bank Toprosaum u PasButus, ycrnex KOTOPOro 3aBUCHT OT TECHOTO
COTPYJIHUYECTBA C APYTUMHU MEXKITyHAPOAHBIMU (PUHAHCOBBIMU MHCTUTYTAMHU.

Baxunoe 3HaueHne uMeeT Takxke coaeiicTerue Opranuzanuend pa3BUTHIO MAJIOTO U CPETHETO
6H3HCC3, HaJIaXXUBAaHUA MW PACHIUPCHUA B3aUMOBBII'OAHOI'O COTPYAHUYCCTBA JCJIOBBIX
kpyroB crpaH-wieHoB YDC. Oco3HaBas 4YTO HMMEHHO JEJOBBbIE KPYTH CIOCOOHBI
3G EKTUBHO peann30BbIBaTh Ha MpakTUKe 3amauyu OpraHu3aliiy, Mbl JOJDKHBI MPUIAThH
3TOMY acleKTy JOHKHOE BHUMaHHE.

ApMeHusl TPUCOEANHSAETCS K TPUHUMAeMOou cerojHs Jlexkiapannu, BUIsl B HEW OTpaKeHHE
OCHOBHBIX IPUOPUTETOB nesiTensHocTH UDC Ha Onnkaiimee Oyay1iee.

B 3akmouenue, xouy BbIpa3uTh OsarogapHocTh rocnoauny Cyneiimany Jlemuperno,
[Ipe3nnenTy mpuHUMAIOIIEH CTpaHbI, 32 TOCTEIPUUMCTBO. [loyb3ysich cirydaem, XoTen Obl
no0iaroJjapuTh HAIIMX TPEUYECKUX KOJJIET 3a IUIOAOTBOPHYIO paboTy B IEpHOA
npencenatenscTBoBanus I'pennn B Opranuzanuu. OJHOBPEMEHHO XOTed Obl IMOXKeIaTh
ycrexoB MoijoBe B KaueCTBE CIEAYIOIIECH IIPeACeNaTeNIbCTBYIOIIEH CTPAHBI.

Cnacuoo.
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Dear Mr. Chairman,
Esteemed Colleagues,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today’s informal meeting of the BSEC Member States bears symbolic meaning in it as it
takes place on the eve of tomorrow’s OSCE Summit. Our participation in both fora reflects
to a certain extent the realities of contemporary Europe and stands evidence of its
capability to unite individual countries in the pursuit of common goals and interests.

BSEC, while a relatively young organization, has already become a productive mechanism
of cooperation in Europe. The present institutional level of the BSEC, the range of issues
dealt with by the Organization and its active interrelationship with other international
organizations stand proof of it. However, the BSEC still has a long way to in its formation.

We should further develop the legal foundations for the activities of the Organization. It is
necessary to support effective mechanisms of interactions within the BSEC, and through it
with the other regional and European organizations. In this context, we appreciate the
expanding cooperation of the BSEC with the European Union as the most advanced
community of integrated nations.

The progress in cooperation within the BSEC can be achieved through implementation of
economically viable and mutually beneficial projects, in particular in the fields of transport
and energy. The Black Sea Trade and Development Bank has a particularly important role
to play in these processes. Its success depends on its close cooperation with other
international financial institutions.

Assistance from the Organization to the development of small and medium-sized
businesses, the establishment and expansion of mutually beneficial cooperation among
business communities of the BSEC Member States also bears significance. Aware of the
fact that the business communities are indeed those who are capable to pursue in practice
the objectives of the Organization, we should attach the required attention to this issue.

Armenia joins the Declaration to be adopted today as it reflects all the major priorities for
the BSEC in the near future.

In conclusion, I would like to express my gratitude to H.E. Mr. Siileyman Demirel,
President of the host country, for hospitality. I take this opportunity to thank our Greek
colleagues for their productive work during the term of Chairmanship of Greece in the
Organization. At the same time, I would like to wish every success to Moldova as the next
Chairman-in-Office.

Thank you.
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YBaxkaembliii rociogus Ilpeacenarens,
Bamm IIpeBocxoauresbeTBa,
Jlambl U rocnoaa,

[To3BoNIBTE, TIPEIKIEC BCETO, BRIPA3UTH HAITy CKOPOb M COUYyBCTBHE OpaTckomMy Hapomy Typiuw, ¢
JIOCTOMHCTBOM M MY>ECTBOM BCTPETUBIIHMM CTOJIb TSKEINOE MCHBITAHUE — PA3PYILIUTEIbHBIE
3EMJIETPSACEHUS, IPUHECIINE MHOTOUYNCIICHHBIE JKEPTBBI U MIOTEPH.

MBI BBICOKO OLICHMBAa€M HMHUIMATUBY TypHuu IO IPOBEACHHUID CaMMHTa YepHOMOPCKOIO
Oxoromuueckoro Corpyaundecta B CTaMOyiie — B ropoie, B KOTOPOM OBLIO TOJI0KEHO HAaYajio
Hamed Oprasu3anuy.

Henwp3st He oTmeTruth omnpenenéHHbIe pe3yiabTaThl neaTenbHOCTH Opranuzanuu. J[OCTUTHYT
HEKOTOPBIN MpOrpecc B peanusanuu nojoxeHun Jexnapanuu SAntunckoro Cammuta. B To xe
BpeMs, UMEIOTCS 3HAYUTeNbHbIe, TIOKa enlé He HCIOJIb30BaHHBIC PECypChl Ui aKTUBU3AIMH
UDC. Haneroch ceroaHsIHAsS BCTpeya MO3BOJIMT HAMETUTh OPUEHTHUPBI JATBHENIIETO Pa3BUTH
COTpYJIHMYECTBA MEXy cTpaHamu-wieHaMu YOC ¢ yuéToMm CloKUBIIEHCS B PETUOHE HA ITOpOre
HOBOTO THICSIYEJIETHSI MOJIUTUKO-DKOHOMUYECKOM CUTYAIIHH.

Jns AzepOaiimkaHa, Kak, AyMaio, U JJI TOCYIapCTB-yYaCTHHUKOB, NEPBOOYECPEIHON 3amayeit
SBIISIETCS JIOCTH)KEHHE Mupa, Oe3omacHocTH W crabmibHOocTH B pernone UYDC. Cemp et
CYLIECTBOBaHMs Halllell OpraHM3allud HarJAAHO TMOKa3ald NpoOJeMbl U TPYJHOCTH B
JOCTHKEHUH LeJIel COTpyIHUYECTBa, 3aKkpemIéHHbIX B CtamOynbekoi Jekmapanuu 1992 rona.
Bcem Ham HEOOXOOUMO MPEONPUHATH PEIIUTENBHBIE MEpPbl C IEJIbI0 OOECIEeYUTh MHUpP H
0€301acHOCTh B PErMOHE Ha OCHOBE 100POCOCEICKIX OTHOILCHUH rOCy 1apCTB—y4acTHUKOB, YTO,
B CBOIO OY€pe]lb, OTKPOET HIMPOKHE BO3MOKHOCTH JUIsl HIMPOKOMACIITAOHOTO SKOHOMHUYECKOTO
COTPYIHUYECTBA.

B oroil cBA3M X04y NOAYEPKHYTh aKTyaJbHOCTh IPOBEICHUs HaIEHd BCTPEYM HAaKaHyHE
Cammura OBCE. Haperoch, utorn 3aBrpamnHero CaMMHuTa OTKPOIOT TEPCHEKTHBBI JISI
JOCTUKEHHSI TIOJTHOKPOBHOT'O PETHOHAIBHOTO COTPYIHIUYECTBA.

B 3axmouenue Bblpaxato OnarogapHocTh IIpesunenty Typenkoit Pecmy6muku Ero
[IpeBocxoautensctBy rocnoanHy Cynerimany Jlemupemto u IlpaButensctBy Typuum 3a
OpraHM3aIMI0 TOW BCTPEYH U 3a TOT BKIJAJ, KOTOPBIM BHOCUT Typuus B JEN0O yKpETIeHUs

COTPYAHUYECTBA BO UM IOCTHKEHUS MUPa, 0€30MaCHOCTH U MpolBeTanus a peruone YIC.

B.Haroz[aplo 3a BHUMaHHC.
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Dear Mr. Chairman
Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen

We suffer and mourn deeply as the tragic and devastating earthquake took place in Turkey
and claimed thousands of lives. We share the suffer of brotherly Turkish people and
express our sincere condolences.

We highly appreciate the initiative of Turkey to hold the Summit of the Black Sea
Economic Cooperation in Istanbul, the city where our Organization was founded.

Dear colleagues,

It is necessary to note certain results of the activities of the Organization. Some progress
has been made in realization of provisions of the Declaration of the Yalta Summit.

At the same time, there are significant resources for the intensification of the BSEC
activities which have not been used yet. I hope that today’s meeting will allow us to
outline landmarks for further development of cooperation among the Member Countries of
the BSEC by taking into account the political and economic situation in the region at the
doorsteps of the new millennium.

The first and the foremost task for Azerbaijan, and I believe for the other participating
states as well, is to achieve peace, security and stability in the BSEC region. The seven-
year experience of our Organization has vividly shown difficulties and problems to
accomplish the goals of cooperation, laid down in Istanbul Declaration of 1992. We all
need to take decisive measures in order to achieve peace and security in the region on the
basis of good neighborly relations between member states, which in its turn, would create
wide opportunities for large-scale economic cooperation.

In this respect, I would like to underline the importance of holding our meeting on the eve
of the OSCE Summit. I hope that the results of tomorrow’s Summit will create prospects
for comprehensive regional cooperation.

In conclusion, I would like to express my gratitude to His Excellency Mr. Siileyman
Demirel, President of the Republic of Turkey and the Government of Turkey for arranging

this meeting and for Turkey’s contribution to strengthening cooperation in the name of
peace, security and prosperity in the BSEC region.

Thank you for your attention.
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Dear President Demirel,
Presidents, Prime Ministers,
Ladies and Gentlemen

I would like first to express the Bulgarian people's and my own deepest condolences to
President Demirel and the people of Turkey for the victims of the latest earthquake. We
stand by our neighbours in these hard times offering our solidarity and readiness to help.

I wish to give credit to President Demirel for the idea to hold our meeting here, in Istanbul,
where more than seven years ago, the initiative for economic cooperation among the
countries of the Black Sea region was launched, and to thank our hosts for their hospitality.

Today, a year and a half after signing the Charter of the Organization of the Black Sea
Economic Cooperation this initiative has evolved into a regional economic organization
with its legal framework, qualified staff and international prestige. A testimony of this
development has been the interest of other important countries and regions in cooperating
with our Organization, as well as its observer status in the UN General Assembly, the
endorsement of the "Programme for Cooperation between the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation and the European Union and the invitation to the BSEC to participate in some
areas of implementation of the Stability Pact for Southeastern Europe.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have already made major steps forward in promoting Black Sea cooperation in
transport and telecommunications; energy and the environment; mutual assistance in
overcoming the effects of natural and man-made disasters and joint efforts in fighting
organized crime, drug trafficking and terrorism. We rely a great deal on the Black Sea
Trade and Development Bank. In the context of the efforts to improve the investment
climate in the region, the Bank should play a key role for attracting strategic foreign
investment and encouraging private capital in our countries to engage in joint projects.

I do not have enough time here to mention every promising area of cooperation among us.
However, on the eve of the OSCE Summit | wish to emphasize on two strategic trends in
the development of the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation, which, |
believe, will define its image in the next century.

First, the need for an ever closer cooperation between the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation and the European Union. This need stems from the strategic aspiration of
most BSEC members after integration with the European structures and is fully in line with
the ongoing pan-European processes. This is the context in which we see the efforts at
promoting cooperation between the Black Sea and the Baltic regions, the focus of our
recent discussions in Ukraine. It is also my perception of the continental aspects of the
Black Sea Economic Cooperation.
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Besides, our region has the geostrategic advantage of being located on one of the most
promising transcontinental corridors, linking Europe with the countries of Central and East
Asia via the Caucasus and the Caspian Sea. The project with the romantic name of "The
Great Silk Road" is about to become one of the most gigantic projects of the next century -
the TRASECA. Therefore our joint efforts to make the best of this geostrategic advantage
of the Black Sea region are an issue for the present, as well as for the future. For, as the
saying goes, "every road begins from a first step.”

Ladies and Gentlemen,
The two points | have made here reflect the global trend of open regionalism. This is the
way leading to the greater security and prosperity of this world. And I am sure this is the

best way of utilizing the vast potential of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation and
meeting the present and the future challenges before our region's development.

Thank you for your attention!
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I'ocnonun Ilpeacenares,
Hoporue apy3ns,

Xouy wuckpeHHe mobOmaromaputh Ilpesunmenta Jlemupens 3a WHUIIMATUBY OpraHU3AIMH
3TOM BCTpeuu. Typuus, Kak aBTop uaeu coznanus OpraHu3aluy U OJUH U3 KPYIHEUIINX 1
AKTUBHEUIINX €€ YJICHOB — BHOBb SIBIJIACH JIBIDKYIIEH CHUJIOW MANbHEWUINETro yriyOneHus
HAILIETO COTPYIHUYECTBA.

JIuHaMuKa MPOTEKAIOIIKX B HAllleM PEerMoHe MPOLIECCOB HE MO3BOJISET HAM JKJaTh CO3bIBA
opUIMaTBFHOTO CaMMHUTA JJis COTVIACOBaHUS Hamux mno3uimii. Ocobyo 03a004€HHOCTH
BBI3BIBAET TO, 4TO npoucxoauT Ha CeBepHoM Kapkaze. Jlymato, Haliei COBMECTHON LIEbIO
JOJKHO CTaTh HEJOIYIEHHE PACIIMPEHHs BOCHHBIX NEHCTBUIM, HOO 3TO MOXKET IMPUBECTH
K BO3HMKHOBEHHMIO CEPbE3HBIX MPEMATCTBUI B Jieje pealu3alud OCYLIECTBISEMbIX H
IIaHUPYCEMBIX B PCTUOHC SKOHOMUYCCKUX MPOCKTOB.

[IpakTuueckn Bce y4yacTBYIOIIME B HHUX CTpaHbl SIBISIOTCA wieHamu OpraHusanuu, U
pasroBOp O HUX 3/IeCh MOJHOCTHIO OMpaBAaH U 1enecoodpazeH. YacTbie KOHTAKThI MEXIY
wieHaMu YOC, B TOM uMcie Ha BBICIIEM YPOBHE, MOPOXKIAIOT HANEXKIy Ha TO, 4TO
Opranu3zaiusi BHECET CBOM MOCUIIBHBIN BKJIaJA B JIEJI0 CTa0MIN3alMK TOJIOKEHUS B apease
YEpHOro MOpsl ¥ HE OCTAaBUT HU MAJICHUIIIET0 COMHEHHS B 0€30MacHOCTH ¥ IKOHOMHUYECKOM
BBITOJHOCTH TJI00abHBIX TPOEKTOB.

B pamkax “Bemukxoro IénkoBoro IlyTtu” Bckope HA4YHETCS TPaHCIOPTHUPOBKA depes3
Kagka3 memsmepumo Oospmiero o6béma sHepronocutenein Kacnmiickoro 6acceitna. byayt
BO3pacTaTh TPy30MOTOKH M MACCAKUPCKUE TMEPEBO3KH. YK€ HAIMUIO MPU3HAKU PE3IKOTO
YBCIIMYCHUSA TIOTOKAa TYpPUCTOB, 4YTO [IJId SKOHOMHKHU Hamieu CTpaHbl  SBJISACTCA
HEMaAJIOBA)XHBIM HCTOYHHUKOM J0XO0J4a. Bcé 3T0 cTaBuT Ha MOBECTKY OHA H€O6XOI[I/IMOCTI)
00Jj1ee TECHOT0 U aKTUBHOT'O COTPYIHUYECTBA 10 BONIPOCAM PETHOHAIbHOM CTaOMIBHOCTH.

B ycnoBusix, korma KpynHble MEXKIyHapOJHbIE OpraHU3alliy 3aHSATHl Pa3IUYHBIMHU
TOpSSYMMH TOYKAaMU B MUPE M HE BCETJa yAENsIOT IOJDKHOE BHMMaHue nenam Kapkasa,
OolHOW W3 meneil Hamed OpraHu3anuu 10JKHA CTaTh COBMECTHAash OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a
cynp0y peruona. He moiiMure MeHs Tak, OyATO S MPU3BIBAI0 K BO3PACTaHMIO
nonutuyeckod aktuBHOocTH UYDC B ymepd »skoHomuuyeckod. Ho, HaBepHoe, BBHI
COTJIaCUTECh CO MHOW B TOM, YTO B YCJOBHSIX HapacTalolleld Yrpo3bl CTaOWIHLHOCTH
CJIeMyeT 3a[yMaThCsi K 00 STOM.

Hymaro, Hactano Bpems, korga UDC momkeH HAWTH COOTBETCTBYIOMIMIA OalaHC MEXIy
SKOHOMHUYECKUM COTPYAHMYECTBOM M PETHOHAJIBHOW 0€30MacHOCTHIO, ONPENEIUTh CBOE
MECTO B CEMb€ JAPYTHX PErHOHAIbHBIX TIPYNIUPOBOK MU MEKIIPABUTECIBCTBEHHBIX
OpraHM3alnyii B HOBOW eBpomelckon apxurekrype XXI Beka. OTH BONPOCH HUMEIOT
CYLIECTBEHHOE 3HAUE€HHUE, TaK KaK OHU MOTYT 00ecrednTh OKOHYaTenbHbIH ycrex UDC.
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MHorue cTpaHbl Halleil OpraHu3aluy CTPEMATCS K [T03TalHOM uHTerpauuu B EBpocoros. C
y4€TOM 3TOro, OrpOMHOE 3HAu€HUE MPHOOPETAIoT B3aUMOCBsI3UM Mexay EBpocorozom u
UDC. ConuaHoil TpaBOBOM OCHOBOM COTpyAHMYECTBA cTaHeT mnpuHsitue CoBeToM
MunuctpoB EBpocoroza «llnatdopmsl cotpynnudectBa Mexay UY9C u EBpocorozom»,
yupexaéHHoi CoBeToM MUHUCTPOB MHOCTpaHHbIX Aesn UDC. Ham npencTout onpenennts
U pa3paboTaTh ceU(pUUIECKHe U KOHKPETHBIE IPOEKThI COTPYAHUYECTBA ¢ EBpocoI030M.

B3aumocornacoBaHHbIE TIPABOBBIE OCHOBBI JIaI0OT HOBBIE BO3MOXHOCTH IS MPUHATHS B
pamkax UYDC He TONBKO pEKOMEHIATENIbHBIX, HO U 00fA3aTeNbHBIX pEIIeHUH U
MPOMEJICHHE Ha 3TOM IMyTu HepomyctuMo. C Oyaymiero roga mpeactaButens ['py3uu
3aUMET JOJDKHOCTh TeHepasibHOro cekperaps UDC u chenaer Bc€ Ui JalIbHEHIIETO
MOBBILICHUS TIOAOTBOpHOCTU €& AestenbHOCTU. IIpaButenscTBO ['py3un okaxer eMy B
9TOM IIOJIHOE COJICHCTBHE.

Joporue apy3ns,

[Ipexne, yeM 3aBeplIMTh CBOE BBICTYIUICHHME, XOUy CEpJEYHO MO3APaBUTh € IHOOEnO0M
Hamero obmiero npyra Jleonnga Kyumy. YBepeH, 4TO JOCTOWHBIA BBIOOp, CAETaHHBIN
HapoJOM YKpauHbl, B 3HAUUTEIbHON Mepe OyAeT crnocoOCTBOBATH YCKOPEHMIO MpoLecca
€BPOIEHCKON HMHTErpalui, eIUHCTBY EBPOIBI, 00BEIMHEHUIO MHUPOBOTO COOOIIECTBA Ha
OCHOBE JIEMOKPATUYECKHX, OOIEUETIOBEYECKUX H/ICAIOB.

ITo3BoabTE HA 3TOM 3aBEPLINTH CBOE BBICTYIUICHUE U IIPOCTUTHCS ¢ Bamu Jainb 10 3aBTpa.
Haneroce, 3arpamnmii cammut OBCE B 3HauuTENbHOW CTENEHU OIPENEIUT JIydllee

Oyny1iee eBpoaTiaaHTHYeCKOro mpoctpancTa B XXI Beke.

baaroaapio.

Mr. Chairman,
Dear Friends,
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Let me extend my sincere thanks to President. Demirel for bringing us together for this
Meeting. As the initiator of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation, and one of our
Organization’s largest and most active members, Turkey has proven once again to be a
driving force behind deepening the cooperation among us.

Given the dynamics of processes in our region, we can hardly effort to wait until an official
summit is convened to determine the common ground of our positions. The developments
in the North Caucasus are of our particular concern today. I believe we must make it our
common goal not to allow an expansion of hostilities, since the economic projects in the
region, both those underway and those planned for the future, could be seriously impeded.

Virtually all countries participating in these projects are members of this Organization,
therefore discussing them here is both justified and timely. The intensifying contacts
between the BSEC members, including those at the highest level, give us hope that the
Organization will make its due contribution to the stability in the Black Sea area and will
not permit any shadow of doubt regardless of how small, to be cast on the safety and
economic viability of these globally important projects.

Soon, the transportation of huge volumes of Caspian hydrocarbons via the Caucasus will
begin within the framework of the New Silk Road. The movement of cargo and people will
increasingly grow. Already we see signs in Georgia of dramatic growth in tourism, which
is an important source of income for our country. All this necessitates closer and more
active cooperation in the matters of regional stability.

Under conditions when major international organizations are preoccupied with hot spots
across the globe, they do not always give due attention to the affairs of the Caucasus. This
is why shared responsibility over the fate of the region should become one of our principal
goals in this Organization. Please do not interpret my words as a call for expanding the
political dimension of BSEC at the cost of its economic activities. But you will perhaps
concur that an increasing threat to the regional stability prompts us to think in this
direction as well.

Perhaps the time is right for BSEC to strike an appropriate balance between economic
cooperation and cooperation on regional security, and determine its place within the family
of other regional alliances and intergovernmental organizations in the new European
architecture of the 21 century.

Many BSEC members aspire to a step by step integration into the European Union. With
this in mind, the relations between the BSEC and the EU acquire a special significance.
The establishment by the EU Council of Ministers of the BSEC-EU Platform for
Cooperation has already been approved by the BSEC Council of Foreign Ministers will
provide a solid legal foundation for these relations. In this respect, BSEC is to identify and
develop specific projects for collaboration within the European Union.
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The mutually agreed (upon) legal frames provide us with an opportunity to adopt within
the framework of BSEC not only recommendations, but also binding decisions. Delay in
this respect is inadmissible. Next year, a representative from Georgia will assume the
position of the BSEC Secretary General. This individual will spare no effort to ensure that
the Organization’s activities are effective and fruitful. The Georgian Government will give
him full support and help.

Before I conclude, I want to cordially congratulate our friend Leonid Kuchma on his
victory in the Presidential elections. I am sure that this wise choice on the part of the
Ukrainian people will significantly facilitate the process of European integration,
contribute to the unity of Europe and that of the world community on the basis of
democratic, universal ideals.

With this, I conclude my remarks — although I am not saying goodbye. Tomorrow we will

again discuss matters critical to us all. I hope that tomorrow’s forum will largely contribute
to a better future for the Euro-Atlantic space in the 21* century.
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Mr. Chairman,
Dear Colleagues and Friends,

I would first like to express my deep sorrow to President Demirel for the victims of the
earthquakes in Turkey.

It is with great pleasure we participate today in this Summit Meeting and have the
opportunity to stress the importance Greece attributes to the development and successful
function of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization.

We are very pleased that with the recent entry into force of our Charter, the Organization
has passed from the stage of institutional infancy into the one of maturity. Now we must
act and it is necessary to concentrate on the effective functioning of the existing
institutional mechanism. To this effect particular attention has to be paid to the Working
Groups which constitute the BSEC’s back bone and in this direction to develop every
effort to enhance the practical value added to their work.

A second point | want to stress is the development of the BSEC-EU relations. We have lent
a strong support to this development and we believe in a realistic and mutually beneficial
cooperation. We favored the idea of the elaboration of sectoral studies with the European
Commission’s assistance on projects of common interests. These projects could be
included in the EU’s programs. But in order to be included we must elaborate on them.

My third point is the Stability Pact. The Stability Pact for the Balkans is still a fantome but
soon it will begin to function and we have in Thessaloniki expressed our will, our
satisfaction that we can participate in the implementation of the Stability Pact for South
Eastern Europe. We should do this. We think that there are possibilities for all Black Sea
countries if the Stability Pact begins to function. I want also to stress that we have now a
tool. This is the Bank. The Bank is very important. The implementation of concrete
projects for cooperation should be the core of its activities.

Finally I want to subscribe gladly to the Istanbul Declaration and we express Greece’s

commitment to spare no effort in the promotion of the BSEC aspirations.

Thank you.
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Stimate Domnule Presedinte,
Stimati sefi ai delegatiilor,
Onorata asistenta,

Am o deosebita placere de a ma adresa Dumneavoastrd cu ocazia acestei reuniuni la nivel
inalt a Cooperarii Economice a Marii Negre. Folosesc aceasta oportunitate pentru a saluta
reprezentantii statelor membre, ai tarilor cu statut de observator la CEMN, precum si
oaspetii care reprezintd organizatiile internationale.

De la inceput vreau sa-i multumesc in mod special Presedintelui Turciei domnului
Suleyman Demirel pentru generozitatea cu care ne-a oferit aceastd posibilitate de a ne
reuni din nou si de a efectua un schimb de opinii. Turcia a stat la originea crearii CEMN, si
noi apreciem inalt rolul Turciei si personal al domnului presedinte Demirel la consolidarea
organizatiei noastre.

Doamnelor si domnilor,
Stimati colegi,

Cred ca putem fi cu totii de acord, ca la etapa actuala CEMN este un cadru favorabil pentru
colaborare multilaterala a statelor din bazinul Marii Negre. In perioada de timp ce s-a scurs
de la intilnirea noastrd de la Yalta, Cooperarea Economica a Marii Negre a cdpatat noi
valente si dimensiuni. Acest lucru este confirmat prin ratificarea de catre parlamentele
nationale a Cartei Organizatiet CEMN si intrarea ei in vigoare, inceputul activitatii
operationale a Bancii Marii Negre pentru Comert si Dezvoltare. Un alt exemplu elocvent
in acest sens este acordarea CEMN statutului de observator in cadrul Adundrii Generale a
ONU.

Vorbind despre rolul CEMN, as vrea sd md opresc in mod special asupra colabordrii cu
alte organisme internationale, ca factor de consolidare a Organizatiei noastre.

Luind in considerare tendinta statelor noastre spre integrare In structurile europene,
consideram drept actuala decizia Consiliului de Ministri de la Thessaloniki cu privire la
colaborarea intre CEMN si UE, si incurajam activitatea comuna in acest sens. Este foarte
buna si productiva ideea despre elaborarea si implementarea unor proiecte mari, care sa
prezinte interes atit pentru statele-membre ale CEMN, cit si ale Uniunii Europene. Noi
considerdm cd ar putea prezenta un interes deosebit implementarea unui proiect comun,
care ar opera cu generarea luminii electrice si transportarea ei si la care ar participa Rusia,
Ucraina, Republica Moldova, Romania, Bulgaria si Turcia. As vrea sa mentionez, ca
colaborarea dintre CEMN si Comisia Economicd ONU pentru Europa de asemenea are
drept obiectiv final integrarea europeani. Intr-adevir, adaptarea cu asistenta CEE-ONU a
legislatiilor nationale la cea comunitard este un aspect extrem de important si o etapa
CEMN si aceasta organizatie importanta, dar pentru valorificarea lor trebuie s procedam
tot astfel cum s-a procedat si in cazul Uniunii Europene: sd elabordm o platforma, sau o
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strategie de colaborare. As mai spune ca trebuie sa procedam asa cum se procedeaza acum
in toate structurile regionale si subregionale europene, inclusiv si CEMN, care elaboreaza
o pozitie speciald in vederea implicarii in activitdtile Pactului de Stabilitate in Europa de
Sud-Est.

Concluzia este ca nu e suficient sa avem o viziune pentru relatiile cu Uniunea Europeana,
ci avem nevoie si de strategie elaborata in vederea colaborarii eficiente cu alte organisme
internationale — Initiativa Central Europeana, Initiativa de Cooperare in Europa de Sud-Est
etc. Cred ca daca vom reusi acest lucru, vom fi in stare sa ne concentram cu o mult mai
mare eficientd asupra unuia din obiectivele formulate anterior — crearea unei zone de
comert liber n regiunea Marii Negre. Transpunerea cooperarii intre statele noastre, precum
si a colabordarii CEMN cu alte organisme internationale pe bazele unei strategii
fundamentate ne va permite sa extindem colaborarea eficienta si in alte domenii — stiintific,
cultural, umanitar etc.

Doamnelor si domnilor,

Conform regulamentului in vigoare, Republica Moldova detine in prezent Presedintia in
cadrul CEMN. Ideile formulate de mine mai sus reprezinta prioritatile Republicii Moldova
atit pentru perioada detinerii presedintiei la CEMN, ci si pentru o colaborare pe viitor in
cadrul Organizatiei. O altd prioritate a noastra va fi contributia cit mai plenard a CEMN la
implementarea Pactului de Stabilitate.

Bineinteles insd ca programul Presedintiei Republicii Moldova, care a fost remis statelor
membre, include si multe alte activitati, printre care credem ca un aspect esential trebuie sa
devind trecerea de la elaborarea proiectelor comune la implementarea lor. Noi contdm pe
spiritul traditional de cooperare ce domneste in cadrul CEMN si solicitdm sprijinul statelor
membre in vederea realizarii acestui program.

Pornind de la faptul ca respectarea intereselor fiecarui stat precum si luarea In considerare
a intereselor comune este o conditie indispensabild a unei cooperari rezultative, tara
noastrd va depune eforturi sustinute pentru realizarea obiectivelor propuse.

Astdzi vom adopta Declaratia Reuniunii noastre 1n care sint mentionate principalele
directii de activitate si obiective ale Organizatieit CEMN. Apreciem indeosebi faptul ca
cooperarea noastrd, preponderent economica este orientatd mai ales spre domenii care tin
insdsi de esenta progresului economic si social, obiectivul principal raminind Intdrirea
pacii si securitdtii In regiunea Marii Negre prin aprofundarea cooperarii economice
multilaterale a statelor membre, cu sprijinul activ al comunitatii internationale.

In Incheiere asi dori sd-mi exprim speranta ca prin realizarea deciziilor pe care le vom lua
astazi vom contribui la consolidarea climatului de intelegere si cooperare in aceasta zona a
Europei.

Va multumesc pentru atentie.

Dear Mr. President,
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Dear Heads of Delegations,
Distinguished Audience,

It is my special pleasure to address You on the occasion of this high level meeting of the
Black See Economic Cooperation. 1 avail myself of this opportunity to greet the
representatives of the member states, of the countries with an observer status within BSEC,
as well as the guests representing international organisations.

I would like to begin by particularly thanking the President of Turkey, Mr. Siileyman
Demirel for his generosity of offering us the possibility to meet again and to exchange
opinions. Turkey has been at the origins of the foundation of BSEC, and we highly
appreciate its role and the personal contribution of President Demirel to the consolidation
of our organisation.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Colleagues,

I think we could all agree that presently BSEC is a favourable framework for multilateral
cooperation between the Black See countries. In the period since our meeting in Yalta, the
Black See Economic Cooperation gathered new valences and dimensions. This is
confirmed through the ratification by the national parliaments of the BSEC Organisation
Charter and its entering into force, the beginning of the operational activity of the Black
See Bank for Trade and Development. Another eloquent example in this sense is the
observer status of BSEC within the UN General Assembly.

Speaking about the role of BSEC, I would like to insist especially on the cooperation with
other international bodies, as a consolidation factor of our Organisation.

Taking into account the desire of our states to integrate in the European structures, we
consider the decision of the Thessaloniki Council of Ministers concerning cooperation
between BSEC and EU as an actual one. The idea of elaborating and implementing certain
big projects which would present interest not only for Black See countries, but for EU
states as well, is a very good and productive one. We consider that the common
implementation of a project dealing with electric power generation and transportation,
which could include Russia, Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Romania, Bulgaria and
Turkey, could present a special interest. I would like to mention that the cooperation
between BSEC and the UN Economic Commission for Europe has the European
integration as its final objective as well. It is true that the adaptation of national legislation
to the acquis communitaire with the assistance of UN/ECE is an extremely important
aspect and an absolutely necessary stage of integration. I am convinced that there are other
opportunities of cooperation between BSEC and this important organisation, but in order
to make utmost use of them we need to proceed as we have with the EU: elaborate a
platform or a strategy of cooperation. I would add that we have to proceed according to
the experience of all regional and sub-regional European structures, including BSEC,

37



which elaborate a special position concerning involvement in the activities of the South-
East European Stability Pact.

The conclusion is that it is not sufficient to have just a concept of the relations with the
EU, but we also need to elaborate a strategy of efficient cooperation with other
international organisations - Central European Initiative, South-East European Cooperation
Initiative etc. I think that if we fulfil this, we will be able to concentrate much more
efficiently on one of the previously formulated objective - creating a Free Trade zone in
the Black See region. The implementation of the cooperation between our states and of the
cooperation between BSEC and other international bodies on bases of a fundamental
strategy will allow us to extend the cooperation to other fields as well - scientific, cultural
humanitarian etc., and to make it more efficient.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

According to the current regulation, the Republic of Moldova is now presiding the BSEC.
The ideas I formulated above represent priorities for the Republic of Moldova both during
its presidency of BSEC and for the future cooperation within the Organisation. Another
priority for us will be a most plenary contribution of BSEC to the implementation of the
Stability Pact.

It is obvious that the programme of the Republic of Moldova’s presidency, forwarded to
the member states, includes a series of other activities, and we think that the transition
from drafting common projects to implementing them should occupy a key place. We
count on the traditional spirit of cooperation within BSEC and we request the support of
the member states with a view to achieve these objectives.

Taking into account the fact that the respect of each state’s interests and the consideration
of common interests is an indispensable condition for a productive cooperation, our
country will undertake sustained efforts in order to achieve the targeted objectives.

Today we will adopt the Declaration of our meeting where the main orientations of our
activities and the objectives of the BSEC Organisation are stipulated. We give a special
appreciation to the fact that our cooperation, preponderantly economic, is oriented mostly
to areas that are directly connected with the essence of economic and social progress, the
main purpose remaining to be the consolidation of peace and security in the Black See
region through strengthening multilateral economic cooperation of the member states with
the active support of the international community.

Finally I would like to express my hope that by achieving today’s decisions we will
contribute to the consolidation of the climate of understanding and cooperation in this area
of Europe.

Thank you for your attention.
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Dear Chiefs of State and Government,
Honoured audience,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I wish to salute from the very beginning the initiative of organizing here, in Istanbul, the
informal Summit of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization. The significance
of our presence within this framework is tightening the relationships between regional
cooperation organizations and strengthening the edifice of security on our continent.

I congratulate on this occasion the distinguished statesman and friend, the President of the
Republic of Turkey, His Excellency Mr. Sileyman Demirel, for the initiative of organizing
this reunion in the eve of the OSCE Summit. | sincerely regret that the host country now
has to face again the dramatic consequences of a natural catastrophe, and | kindly ask
President Demirel to receive the expression of our profound compassion. Yet, even more
so, | have to take notice of the fact that, despite this difficult situation, the hospitality we
were welcomed with, this time anew, fully deserves our gratitude.

The balance of the BSEC activity so far is giving us hope. This structure for regional
cooperation has proved to be an important element of our endeavours for establishing a
climate of good neighborhood, stability and cooperation. The BSEC has designed a
specific presence on the international level. It is notable in this respect that, starting with 8
October 1999, it has acquired the status of a UN Observer.

By participating in the round tables 2 and 3 within the Stability Pact in South-East Europe,
the BSEC will prove its call to contribute, in cooperation with other structures, in
designing the future of the region. This position obliges us to consider the specific message
the BSEC can promote within this framework.

The idea that we can strongly assert through the BSEC is, in my opinion, the indispensable
character of economic cooperation in ensuring stability, security and good neighborhood
between states and peoples. In the absence of prosperity, democratic institutions may well
remain fragile. Material distress and poverty create a climate, favourable to propagating
extremist and nationalist discourses, speeches of nationalism intolerance, tensions and
conflicts. We can endlessly discuss on not observing human rights and rights of minorities,
but we will never be able to achieve progress in this respect, lest a sound economic
dynamic should be secured and economic growth should be created.

At the same time, experience proves that government assistance is not the most efficient
path to overcoming economic underdevelopment, but creating favorable conditions for
business within the system of a free market. It is not assistance that countries in the region
need in the first instance, but opening up the markets, encouragement of investments,
consolidation of economic freedom. Regional economic integration is capable to improve
the activity on our markets for foreign investors. It contributes, just as well, to the
consolidation of cooperation and good neighborhood climate and it constitutes a
component of efforts for European integration, and not a substitute of the latter.
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Dear Colleagues,

Starting on 1 November 1999, Romania has become part of the BSEC Troika, alongside
Greece and the Republic of Moldova. In this capacity, my country has got enhanced
responsibilities in supporting the process of structuring the organization and achieving our
common projects. We are fully aware of these responsibilities and we hope to finalize them
on the ground of privileged relationships with the Republic of Moldova and Greece, as
well as due to the support of all other Member States.

We hope that the OSCE Summit on 18 and 19 November will adopt the decision of
designating Romania to be chairman-in-office of the Organization in 2001. If this would be
so Romania will become part of the OSCE Troika ever since the beginning of the year
2000. Romania will act in this capacity for establishing close relationships between the
BSEC and the OSCE in matters of regional interest. Correlating the programs of our
Organization with OSCE actions within the region of the Black Sea can contribute to a
better management in both directions. Just the same, the clear designation of
complementarity between the BSEC and other forms of regional cooperation — the Central
European Initiative, the South East European Initiative, SECI, the Mediterranean Initiative,
the South East European Cooperation Process — SEECP, the Royaumont Process and
Stability Pact in South East Europe — will contribute to focusing our actions on precise
objectives of maximum efficiency.

Distinguished audience,

Romania will grant from now on, just as well, a special attention to participating in BSEC
activities and projects. We are convinced that this organization can specifically contribute
to promoting cooperation, good neighorhood and the European spirit. I am convinced that
any investment in development programs and projects within the area of the Black Sea
represent a good use of our millennial traditions in cooperation and that they also mean an
investment in the future of stability, security and peace throughout the European continent.

Thank you.
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YBaxkaembiii rociogus Ilpeacenarens,

VYBaxkaemble T1JaBbl TOCYJaPpCTB W MNPAaBUTEJLCTB cTpaH  OpraHmzanum
YeprHomopckoro JxkoHomuueckoro CorpyaHnyecrna,

YBepeH, uTo BbIpaky MHEHHE BCEX COOPABILIMXCS B 3TOM 3aJie, €CIM HAUHYy BBICTYIUICHUE
CO CJIOB IIyOOKOro coOOJIe3HOBaHUs, KOTOpOE BbICKa3biBaeT Poccus, a u Bce CTpaHBbl
UDC, B cBsa3u ¢ mocTUrmuM TypLniO0 CTUXUIHBIM O€/ICTBUEM.

Bo BTOpOit pa3 Typrust npoBoauT y cedst uepHOMOPCKH caMMHT. CeMb JIeT OTACTSAIOT
Hac OT MEpPBOM BCTPEUH TJIaB rocyaapcTB M npaButenbeTB ctpadn UYDC B CramOyie. Bee
3TH TOJBl XapaKTEPU30BAIUCH YIIIyOJEeHHEM YEPHOMOPCKOTO IpOLEecca, HANOIHEHUEM
€ro BECOMBIM MaTepHalbHBIM COJAEpXkKaHUEM. J[nama3oH COTpyAHUYECTBA IOMOJHUICA
HOBBIMH OOJNacTsIMH B3auMojieiicTBua. B cBere 3TOoro gesrenbHOcTh OpraHuzanuu
UepnoMopckoro DxoHomuueckoro CopTyaHHYecTBa NPHOOpPETaeT ceidvyac HOBYIO
JUHAMUKY, €€ poJIb U MHTEPEC K HEHl MOCTOSHHO BO3PACTalOT. JTO O3HAYaeT, YTO Halllu
CTpaHbl SIBJISIOTCS HE CTOPOHHUMH HaONIONATENsIMH, a pPEaJbHbIMU YYaCTHUKAMH
poIeccoB (OPMHUPOBAHUS HOBOM €BPOIEHCKOW apXHUTEKTYyphl 0€3 pa3lIelUTEeNbHBIX
JIMHUN.

Bmecte ¢ Tem, HyXHO cKa3aTh IpaBAy: pe3yJibTaThl IOKAa CKPOMHBI Ha (QoHe
MOTEHIMATIBHBIX BO3MOXXHOCTEH, KOTOPHIMU OOJIaZIal0T TOCYJapCTBa-WICHBl B IIEJIOM U
MpUTrpaHUYHBIE PETMOHBI Hamux crpadH. CregoBaTenbHO HaAM MPEACTOUT Oolee
WHTEHCUBHO BECTH PabOTy Ha KIFOUYEBBIX HampaBieHusxX pazputus UDC 1 Toro, 4To0bl
[IEPEBECTH KU3Hb HOBOM OpraHu3aiuu B pPEeKUM NPAKTUYECKHUX JI€] U OCYIIECTBICHUS
COBMECTHBIX IPOEKTOB.

Kak Ham mpezacraBisieTcsi, Ha MEpPBOM 3Tane NMPUOPUTETHOE 3HAUYEHHUE JIOJKHBI UMETh
MIPOCKTHI, CBSA3aHHBIE C PEAbHBIM CEKTOPOM SKOHOMHUKH M CIIOCOOHBIE J1aBaTh OTHAUy
y’Ke B camoe OJpkaiiiiee BpeMs, CTUMYJIUPYsl OJJHOBPEMEHHO BHYTPEHHHE pedopMbl U
MHTETPAIMI0 SKOHOMUK CTPAaH PETHOHA B MEXKIYHAPOJHYIO CUCTEMY pa3/iesIeHus Tpya.

B 3TOM KOHTEKCTE MBI BBICOKO IIEHUM TOT (DAaKT, 4TO OJaromaps yCWIHSIM TOCYIapCTB-
YJICHOB y/IaJI0OCh YCKOPHUTh Hauajo OMEepalMoOHHON JesTenbHocTH YepHoMopekoro banka
Toprosmu u Pazsutust (UbTP).

Poccust roToBa M manbiie coneiicTBoBaTh ycrnemHoMmy (yHknuoHupoBanuto YBTP u
TECHO B3aUMOJICHCTBOBATh C JPYIMMM IOCyAapCTBaMU-yupeauTesssMu dtoro banka 1o
IIPUOPUTETHBIM UHBECTULIMOHHBIM IIPOEKTaM B PETHOHE.

Oco0oe BHHMaHHE MBI yJIIENISIEM MPOCKTY OOBEIUHEHHS YHEPTeTUICCKUX CHCTEM CTpaH
YDC. 'ox ToMy Hazaja HaIIM CTPaHbI MOMUCAIN COBMECTHBI MeMOpaHaIyM IO 3TOMY
BaXHOMY BOmNpocy. I[IpeaBapuTenbHbIC HCCICAOBAHUS CIICIHAIMCTOB TOKA3aJd, 4YTO
peanu3anus JaHHOTO MPOEKTa, HECMOTPS Ha €ro MaclTaOHOCTh, He OyJeT COMpshKEHa C
OOJIBIINMH 3aTpaTaMH.
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Ha nam B3rmsin, rocynaperBa-unensl Y9C u EBponetickuit Coro3 Moriu Ob1 KO B3aUMHOM
BBITOJI€ ApYT Apyra COTPYAHUYATH HAa DTOM HaIIpaBICHUMU.

Xoten OBl TakXke TMOAYEPKHYTh TO OONBIIOE BHUMAHHE, KOTOPOE MBI YIEIsIeM
KOHKPETHBIM  aCHEKTaM peaM3alliil  MEXIPABUTEIbCTBEHHOTO  CorjameHus C
B3aumojeiictBuu crpan UYDC B JTUKBHIALWU TOCIEICTBUNA CTHUXUNHBIX OCACTBHMA U
TEXHOTCHHBIX aBapuil. DTOT JOKYMEHT C OOJIBIIMM T'yMaHUTApPHBIM 3apsS0M TO3BOJISIET
KOMIIETEHTHBIM CIIEIIUATUCTaM CBOEBPEMEHHO MPUXOJIUTHh HA NMOMOIIb HYKIAIOLIEMYCS
coceny, COKpaTUTh BpeMs Ha TIPEOI0JICHHE TAMOXKEHHBIX M TIOTPAaHUYHBIX OaphepoB. DTO
ObUIO JTOKa3aHO Ha MpakTHKe B XoJe ydacTusi crmacatenbHbixx rpynn MUC Poccun B
JIMKBUJIALIMU TIOCJEACTBUM TPAarudeckoro 3emieTpsiceHuss B Typiuu U TYIIEHUU JIECHBIX
nmokapoB B ['peniuu B aBrycTe-ceHTIOpE C.T.

B memax mydmen KOOpAMHALMK ONEPALMM 10 OKA3aHUIO YPE3BBIYAMHOM IOMOIIH, a
TaKKe MHTErpali CHJI U CPEACTB KOMIIETEHTHBIX CIIy>)KO CTpaH pernoHa poccHiCKas
CTOpoHa Tmpemiaraer co3aate YepHomopckuit CracarenbHbiii  LleHTp Ha 0aze
unppactpykrypst MUC Poccun B I'enenmkuke.

Kpaiitne axTyaspHOW TEeMOW SBJISICTCS TakKe HallaXMBaHWE Oojiee  TECHOTO
COTPYJIHMYECTBA MEXAY IPABOOXPAHUTEIBHBIMM OpraHamu rocynaapcts-wieHoB YOC.
MuHUCTpBI BHYTPEHHUX J€J HAlMX CTpaH yxe noanucanu CorjamieHue B 3TOU
obnactu. Poccuiickast ctopoHa OyJeT Ha MPaKTHKE CIIOCOOCTBOBATh OBICTPOMY CO3JIaHHIO
JEHCTBEHHOr0 MEXaHMU3Ma I10 peaju3aluu B MOJTHOM 00bEME MOJOKEHUHN YIOMSHYTOTO
Cornamienus.

YBa:kaeMble IJIaBbl rocyiapcTts 1 npaBuTe/JIbLCTB,

JIuHaMUKa  YEPHOMOPCKOTO  B3aUMOJICHCTBUSI ~ HEMBICIMMAa B OTPBIBE  OT
obmieeBponeiickux mpomeccoB. Ho u pasButue B EBpore BO MHOTOM OIpeaemsieTcs
CUTYyalluel B peruoHax, e€ cocrtaBiusaomux. HenaBaue apamatudeckue coObiTus Ha FOre
EBponbl moATBEpAKAAOT — HYKHBI YCTOMYMBBIE PETMOHAJIBbHBIE MOJEAU pa3utus. 1lo
Hamemy yoexaenuto, Y9C mpencraBisieT co0oil paboTOCTIOCOOHYIO U MEPCHEKTUBHYIO
MOJEJb B 3TOH 00JIacTH.

Cnacuoo.
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Dear Mr. Chairman,
Dear Heads of State or Government of the countries of the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation Organization,

I am sure that I will express the emotions of all those present if I start with expressing
Russia's and all BSEC countries' sincere condolences to Turkey affected by the natural
disasters.

It is the second time that Turkey is hosting a BSEC Summit. Seven years have passed
since the first Istanbul Meeting of the BSEC Heads of State or Government. All those
years were characterized by strengthening of the Black Sea process and fleshing it out.
The scope of cooperation was extended to include new spheres of interaction. In this
context, the BSEC activities are now assuming new dynamics with its role and interest
towards it constantly growing. This means that our countries are no detached onlookers
but real participants in the formation of a new European architecture without dividing
lines.

Still, the truth needs to be said: the results are modest so far as compared to the potentials
of our Member States as a whole and of their border regions. Consequently, we are bound
to intensify the work in the main areas of the BSEC development so as to enable the new
Organization to perform practical deeds and joint projects.

As we see it, at the first stage priority should be given to projects in the material sector of
economy which can start repaying shortly while stimulating internal reforms and
integration of the regional economies into the international labour division system.

In this context, we highly appreciate the fact that thanks to the efforts f the Member
States we were able to speed up the beginning of the operational activity of the Black Sea
Trade and Development Bank (BSTDB).

Russia is ready to continue promoting the successful functioning of the BSTDB and
closely cooperating with other founding states of the Bank in the region's priority
investment projects.

We pay special attention to the project of integrating the BSEC countries' power systems.
A year ago our countries signed a joint Memorandum on this important issue. A
preliminary expert analysis showed that the realization of this project would not be costly
in spite of its scale. We believe that the BSEC Member States and the European Union
could benefit from cooperation in this area.

I would also like to stress that we pay great attention to the practical aspects of the
implementation of the Agreement among the Participating States of the BSEC on
Collaboration in Emergency Assistance and Emergency Response to Natural and Man-
made Disasters. This document with a humanitarian charge makes it possible for
competent experts to help a neighbour in need through customs and frontier barriers
faster. It did work in practice when rescue teams from the Russian Ministry for
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Emergencies and Disaster Relief took part in removing the consequences of the tragic
earthquake in Turkey and in fighting the Forest fires in Greece last August — September.

For better coordination of relief operations and integration of the capacities of regional
competent services, the Russian side suggests creating a Black Sea Rescue Center based

on the infrastructure of the Russian Ministry for Emergencies and Disaster Relief in
Gelendzhick.

Further promotion of cooperation among law enforcement authorities of the BSEC
Member States is an extremely urgent topic as well. Interior ministers of our countries
have already signed an Agreement in this sphere. The Russian side will promote in
practice prompt creation of an effective mechanism for the full-scale realization of the
said Agreement.

Dear Heads of State or Government,

The dynamics of Black Sea cooperation is an integral part of the pan-European processes.
But Development in Europe is also greatly influenced by the situation in its regions.
Recent dramatic events in the South of Europe corroborate the need for sustainable
regional models of development. We believe that BSEC is an effective and promising

model in this sphere.

Thank you.
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Mr. Chairman,

Honorable Heads of State,
Honorable Heads of Government,
Distinguished Delegates,

It is a great pleasure to open the meeting of the fellow Heads of State or Government of the
Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC). This Meeting is taking
place at the very heart of our Organization. This is the building which hosts the BSEC
Permanent International Secretariat with a beautiful view of the Bosphorus that connects
the Black Sea with the rest of the world.

I would like to take this opportunity to express, on behalf of the Turkish people, our
heartfelt thanks to the BSEC Member States for the solidarity and support shown by them
in the relief efforts following the recent earthquakes that devastated an important region of
Western Turkey.

Our Organization has a vital mission. This mission is to act as a vital and vibrant link
between Europe and Asia; between the Caspian, Black Sea and Mediterranean basins. At
the dawn of a new century, these seas that once divided our peoples apart are embracing
one another again through new cooperation mechanisms such as the BSEC.

Two momentous developments in this respect clearly stood out recently. The first was the
signing of the Black Sea cooperation Charter in Yalta, Ukraine, on 5 June 1998. With this
step the BSEC will now better deal with the task of creating a free trade area in the Black
Sea basin. This will also contribute to the future European Common Economic Zone. It
was not any easy journey that brought us all the way from Yalta of 1945 to Yalta of 1998.
Since the world of Yalta 1945 that divided us is now history, we have a chance to build a
Black Sea region undivided, democratic, prosperous, and at peace.

The second major event for the future of Eurasia and the Black Sea region, was the Silk
Road Summit which was convened in Baku on 7 September 1998 with the participation of
34 countries. It was a golden occasion displaying the international recognition of the new
opportunities that exist in Eurasia and the BSEC region for peace, cooperation and
prosperity. Crucial joint projects that constitute the infrastructure of the reemerging Silk
Road are already being built within the BSEC area as integral parts of the Black Sea Ring
Corridor. Today, ancient Silk Road is not only reappearing, but is also bringing new
opportunities, commercial, economic, cultural and political, to the nations of the countries
involved. As the BSEC we should seize this historic opportunity.



Mr. Chairman,

In our wider region, ethnic cleansing, first in Bosnia-Herzegovina, then in Kosovo, has
been stopped thanks to the resolute stand and effective intervention of the international
community. Furthermore, the international community has been quick to establish such
formations as the Stability Pact and the South East European Cooperative Initiative. These
formations aim to promote peace, stability and prosperity in the Balkans by achieving the
much needed reconstruction and rehabilitation. The BSEC is looking forward to working
in close collaboration with these new initiatives.

On the other hand, building lasting peace in the Caucasus on the basis of international
legitimacy remains crucial for reaching the goals of the BSEC. Undoubtedly, the
strengthening of the BSEC will generate stability and promote democracy in our wider
region.

Mr. Chairman,

The promotion of intra-regional trade and investment in economic and social
infrastructures are vital for fostering the overall economic development of the whole BSEC
region. In this respect, we welcome the launching of the Black Sea Trade and
Development Bank since last June. Now it falls to all member countries to give their
financial support to the Bank to be able to realize our common objectives.

Regarding our regional economic cooperation, I would like to underline the leading role
that our private sectors can be expected to play in expanding and diversifying this
cooperation. Therefore, the creation in our member countries of a favourable economic,
commercial, industrial, fiscal and legal environment to facilitate the activities of our
private sectors remains crucial. As the host country of the BSEC Business Council, we will
continue to lend our strong support for more private sector involvement in all of our
economic cooperation activities.

With its Charter and other related documents, its Parliamentary Assembly, the Business
Council, the Bank and the International Center for Black Sea Studies as well as other
related organs, the BSEC has completed its formative stages and has become a full-fledged
regional organization. It is the responsibility of each and every BSEC Member State now
to take up the challenge and work together in this well-designed and well-developed
cooperative scheme.

At this juncture, I would like to stress the positive effect of regional economic cooperation
on the OSCE process as a whole and its security element in particular. It is acknowledged
by the OSCE that sub regional cooperation has become an important factor to enhance
security across the OSCE area. In this respect, the contribution of the BSEC should be a
source of pride for all of us.

Mr. Chairman,



Terrorism is one area where we should strengthen our cooperation. Terrorism is a threat to
the well-being and stability of the civilized world. According to the international law, it
cannot and should not be justified under any circumstances. The UN General Assembly
adopted a resolution on 18 October 1999, which establishes the guidelines for the fight of
the international community against terrorism. The BSEC countries should draw on this
resolution and develop bilateral or multilateral cooperation schemes based on their specific
needs and conditions. The Member States of the Organization of the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation has successfully concluded an Agreement on “Cooperation in Combating
Crime, in Particular in its Organized Forms™. I welcome the efforts of BSEC to create a
mechanism for the implementation of this Agreement.

Mr. Chairman,

Before concluding my remarks, I extend my congratulations to the Greek authorities for
having conducted in the best possible manner the Chairmanship of the BSEC during the
past six months which brought about fruitful results.

I am convinced that the cooperation within the BSEC will be strengthened during the
current Chairmanship of Moldova which took over from Greece recently.

Finally, I wish to thank the Secretary General of the BSEC, Ambassador Vassil Baytchev,
for his efforts to ensure the success of the BSEC and congratulate our upcoming Secretary
General, Mr. Valery Chechelashvili on his appointment. I would also like to thank the
outgoing Deputy Secretaries General Ambassador Nurver Nures, Mr. Alexei Nistrean and
Mr. Shamil Aleskerov for their most effective services to the Organization.

Thank you.



STATEMENT
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IIanoBumii naue I'otoBo!
HlanoBHi koJern!
Ilaui i nanose!

Jlo3BonbTe HacamIiepel BHUCIOBUTHU TJIMOOKE CIIBUYTTS PIAHUM 1 OJIM3BKUM KEPTB
3emIeTpycy, skuii craBcsi B Typeuuwni 12 nucromana, mobakaTw SKHAWIIBUIIIOTO
OJTy>KaHHSI TOPAHCHHM.

Ha nmomro miei kpainu Bunanu cyBopi BUIpoOyBaHHS 32 OCTaHHI Micsii. Bucokoi ominku i
MOBark 3aciayroBy€ MYXKHICTb Haponxy TypeuuwHwu, ii KepiBHHMIITBA, SIKE 3a Takux, 0e3
nepeOibIIeHHsT HAa3BUYaliHUX YMOB TIPOBOJIUTH JBA BaYKJINBI CAMITH.

[Ipuennyrocs A0 ciiB BASYHOCTI IaHoBHOMY IlpesumenTtoBi Jlemipento 3a iHILIATUBY
MPOBEICHHS CHOTOAHINIHBOI 3ycTpidui. Mu Maemo m100py Harogy OOTrOBOPHTH HHHILIHIH
craH criBnpani B pamkax OUEC, BU3HaYNTH NPIOPUTETH HA HACTYITHE TUCSIONITTSI.

MuHy10 Tpoxu Oiblle poKy, Bifkonu B SnTi Oyno mignucano CtaryT Hamoi Oprasi3zarii.
MoxHa 3 TMpPHEMHICTIO KOHCTAaTyBaTH, IO 3a LEd KOPOTKMH Yac BOHA cTajia
TIOBHOTIPABHUM CY0’€KTOM MIXXKHAPOJHHX BiTHOCHH, BIUINBOBUM YHHHUKOM PETriOHAIBHUX
nmporeciB. Ile mnepexonnmuBo 3acBimumio HaganHa OUYEC cratycy cmocrepirada B
Opranizanuii O6’eqnanux Harrii.

OdeBuaHMM € 1 11 BIUIMB Ha CydYacHI MIOOANbHI IHTErpaliidHi mpomecd. A BOAHOYAC
3pOCTa€ 1 HaIlla BIAMOBINABHICTh 32 CUTYAIIII0 HE JIUIIE Y CBOEMY PErioHi, a 1 Ha BChOMY
€BPOMNEHCHKOMY KOHTUHEHTI.

HlanoBHi maui i manose!

[TormuGnenns cmiBpoOiTHHITBA 3 €BporeiickkuM Coro3oM i HaOyTTs wieHcTBa B €C -
00’ ekTHBHA HEOOX1THICTH /Tt OLTBIIOCTI 3 KpaiH-wieHiB Hammoi OpraHizarii.

VY BXOJKEHHI B €IMHUI €BPONEHCHKHI IPOCTIp - CTpaTeridyHa MeTa i YKpaiHu.

Y 1poMy KOHTEKCTI HaOyBa€ OCOOJMBOI aKTYaJbHOCTI  TMOCHJICHHS B3a€EMOJII MIX
Opranizaniero YopHOMOpPCHKOro ekoHoMiuHoro cmiBpoOitTHunTBa Ta €C. Ham Tpeba
MaKCHUMAaJIbHO CHHXPOHI3YyBaTH CBOI Aii 3 €BpOCOI030M, Hacammepea B eKOHOMIUHIH cdepi,

00’eTHATH 3yCHILIs, 00 HE JIOMYCTUTH TIOSIBH HA KOHTUHEHTI HOBUX PO3MOUTHHIX JIIHIH.

3HayHMH MOTEHIiaJl TAaKOro CIHiBPOOITHUITBA MpoJeMOHCTpyBana banrto-YopHoMopchka
KOH(epeHIIis, 10 BiaOynacs y BepecHi 1.p. B SiTi.

3Biacu 1ie oauH BakiauBHA Hanpsm gisuibHOCTI OUEC - 3mintHeHHs cmiBIparl 3 iHIIUMH
€BpOMNeEHChKUMU perioHamH, 1o oci sk [TiBHiu-IliBaens, Tak 1 Cxig-3axin.

Mu HajgaeMO HaJ3BHUYAiHO BaXJIMBOT'O 3HAYEHHS PO3BUTKOBI TPAHCIOPTHOIO CIOIYYEHHS
bantuka - Yopne mope. He MeHII NEpCHEKTHBHUM MPOCKTOM 3/1a€ThCS CTBOPEHHS
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TPAHCKaBKa3bKOTO KOPHIOPY, 3 €AHAHHS HOro 3 3aXiJHOEBPOMEHCHKMMHU Ta I1HIIUMH
TPAHCIIOPTHUMH apTePisMHU.

€ miAcTaBu U1 BUCHOBKY IO 3HaYHE 3pOCTaHHS y HUHIIIHBOMY pOIl OOCSTiB TOPTriBIi
Mk kpaiHamu-uwienamu OYEC. Pasom 3 TuM, Ha Miil MOTJSA, €KCTEHCHBHI IUIIXU
HapoOUIyBaHHS TOPrOBEJbHUX OOMIHIB TPaKTUYHO BHYeprnaHo. Tpeda aKTUBHIIIE
3ampoOBaKyBaTH HOBI TT1IXO/IH.

[ToTy>xHOTO 1MIyJbCY PO3BHTKY CIIBpOOiTHHITBA Mik AepxkaBamu OUYEC nHamano 6
CTBOPEHHS Y PETiOHI 30HH BUIBHOT TOPTIBIIL.

binbin y3romkeHnx 1 akTUBHUX 3yCHJIb OTpeOye criBmpals y cdepi eKoorii, mogoaaHH1
HACJIIJIKIB IPUPOIHUX 1 TEXHOTEHHUX KaTacTpod. Mu 3000B’s13aH1 30eperTH IJisi HAaIKiB
VHIKaNbHY 1 HEnoBTOpHY mpupoay IIpudopHOmOp’s, #oro Oarati pecypcH, mam’sITKH
iCTOpIi Ta KyJIBTYpH.

BBakaro, mo s 1OTO CIiJ IIMPIIE BUKOPUCTOBYBATH MOXIJIUBOCTI YOPHOMOPCHKOTO
OaHKY TOPTIBJII Ta PO3BUTKY, HEACPKABHOTO CEKTOPY CKOHOMIKH.

Oxpemo xotiB Ou 3ynuHutucs Ha ydacti OYEC B peamizauii Ilakty craGinbHOCTI 1Uis
[TiBnenno-CxigHoi €BpoIy.

Hami nepskaBu 3a3Hanu 3HayHUX 30MTKIB BHAchigok monii y Kocoso. Iloctpaxknanm i
€KOHOMIYHI 3B’ SI3KH MI)K HUMU.

He3Baxaroun Ha Te, IO CUTyallis Ha balkaHaX TOCTYIIOBO HOPMAai3yeThCs, BTPATH
IIPOJOBKYIOTh 3pOCTATH.

Tak, yKpaiHChKI MigNPUEMCTBA MIOMICAL BTPAyvalOTh MITBHOHM JONapiB  yepes
MPUNTMHEHHS CyTHOTUTaBCTBA 10 JyHaro.

HemnokoiTe 3BOJMiKaHHS 3 PO3YMCTKOIO (apBatepy JlyHar, IO MOXE TPH3BECTH [0
€KOJIOT1YHOT KaTacTpodHu.

Braxaro, mo posas 1 yuacte OUEC B peanizamii [lakty cTabiibHOCTI MarOTh OyTH 3HAYHO
aktuBHimUMU. Lle cTocyeThcs HacaMmepea Takoi MacIITaOHOI 1 HEBIAKIAAHOI MpobdiemMHu,
SIK B1IHOBJICHHSI HACKPI3HOT'O CYTHOIUTaBCTBA 1O JlyHaro.

IllanoBHi nmaHi i maHose,

[Tpuiimaroun [leknapanito CTaMOyJIbCHKOTO CamiTy, MU 3acBIIYY€MO CBOIO T'OTOBHICTb
JOKJIACTH 3YCHJIb JUIsl 3a0€3MeUeHHsT MUPY Ta CTaOUIbHOCTI B €BpOIi, MPOLBITAaHHS BCiX
Kpain-wieHiB Oprasizarii.

[TepexkonaHuii, 1m0 Haa ChOTOIHINIHSA 3YCTpid, a TakoK 0a3oBi mpuHIUNU CHiTbHOT
JeKiapanii CTaHyTh BaroMMM BHECKOM Yy PO3BUTOK JajbIIOr0 CHIBPOOITHHIITBA MIiX
kpainamu OYEC Ha 3acaiax BiIKpUTOCTI, HepeadauyBaHOCTI Ta B3a€MHOI BUTO/IH.

JsKy1o 3a yBary.
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Mr President,
Honourable colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

First of all, allow me to extend my deep sympathy with kinsfolk and relations of the
victims of the earthquake in Turkey of 12 November.

This country has suffered gruelling ordeal in recent months. Courage of the Turkish people
and the leadership of the country holding two important summits under these stern
conditions, deserve high appraisal and respect.

I would like to join the words of gratitude to the Right Honourable President Demirel for
the initiative to hold this meeting. It is a good opportunity to discuss current cooperation in
the BSEC framework, as well as to set priorities for the next millennium.

A little more than a year has passed since we signed the Charter of our Organisation. We
can be pleased that it has become a full subject of international relations, an influential
factor of regional development during this short period of time. This has been proved by
granting the BSEC the status of an observer at the UN.

It also obviously influences global integrational processes. At the same time, our
responsibility for the situation in the region, as well as in Europe grows.
Ladies and gentlemen,

It is an objective necessity for most of the BSEC member-states to deepen their
cooperation with the European Union and to join to the EU.

Ukraine’s strategic aim is also to enter unified European area.

In this context growing interaction between the BSEC and the EU acquires particular
importance. We need to synchronize our activities with the European Union as much as
possible, primarily in the economic field, as well as to join efforts to prevent new division
lines on the continent.

The BSEC Conference held in Yalta last September demonstrated considerable potential of
such cooperation.

Hence another important direction of BSEC activities - strengthening cooperation with
other European regions along the North-South and East-West axes.

We attach particularly great importance to the development of transport connection
between the Baltic and the Black Seas. Establishment of Trans-Caucasian corridor linked

to West European and other transportation routes is yet another equally promising project.

There are reasons to draw a conclusion about considerable growth of the trade turnover
between BSEC countries this year. However, in my opinion, extensive ways of increasing
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trade exchanges have practically been exhausted. Active implementation of new
approaches is required.

Creating a free trade zone in the region could provide a powerful impetus for the
development of cooperation between the BSEC countries.

Cooperation in the sphere of ecology, as well as in overcoming the aftereffects of the
natural and technogenous disasters require more active and concerted efforts. It is our duty
to conserve and pass over to the future generations the unique and inimitable nature of the
Black Sea area, its rich resources and historical and cultural monuments of the region.

I reckon that we should utilize the possibilities of the Black Sea Bank for Trade and
Development and potential of the non-governmental sector of the economy.

I would like to particularly emphasize the BSEC participation in the implementation of the
Stability Pact for the Southern and Eastern Europe.

Our countries have suffered considerable losses as a result of the developments in Kosovo.
The economic links have suffered as well.

Despite the fact that the situation in the Balkans normalizes the losses continue to grow.

For instance, Ukrainian entrepreneurs lose millions of dollars every month because the
navigation on the Danube is discontinued.

We are deeply concerned with lack of progress with regard to the Danube fairwater
clearing, which could lead to an ecological disaster.

I think that the role and participation of the BSEC countries in the Stability Pact
implementation should be more active. This primarily concerns an urgent and large-scale
problem of restoring a through navigation on the Danube.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Adoption of the Istanbul Summit Declaration proves that we are ready to make every effort
to secure peace and stability in Europe, as well as prosperity of all the member-states of
the Organisation.

I am convinced that our today’s meeting and basic principles of the Joint Declaration will
make a considerable contribution to further development of cooperation between the BSEC

countries on the grounds of openness, predictability and mutual advantage.

Thank you for attention.
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